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FOR OUR ANNUAL CRITICS' PICKS THIS

year we go back to our three original cat-

egories: Overrated, Underrated and Best

in Show. A few times we changed those
categories to more euphemistic terms,
but we decided to drop the charade this
time and not be afraid. Of course Artillery
doesn't want to hurt anyone! feelings, but
for chrissakes, theret some bad art out
there, and artists that are just coastint. Our
job is to call it ]ike it is. And to pay atten-
tion to some of the great art being made

in this city and to artists that are simply
under-recognized. There was a whole lot
of art around Los Angeles this past season,

and our critics were watching.

Key:

Underrated

Best ln Show

Overrated

JUDY CH]CAGO O
AT NYE + BROWN

This spring Chicago featured the very accom-

plished work she was producing as a UCLA

graduate student, and shortly thereafter. Her

drawings, paintinSs and sculpture explored

ideas of minimalism, geometric abstraction

and even Finish Fetish that whimsically ad-

dressed sex and conjugality.

,,NOW DIG THIS!'' O
AT HAMMER MUSEUM

An eye-openinS survey of black artists work-

ing in the LA area in the postwar era. White

there were famiLiar names like Betye Saar and

John Outterbridge, it was also wonderful to
see work by gifted, lesser-known artists, such

as Noah Purifoy.

"REBEL" (,
AT JF CHEN GALLERY/MOCA

This mess takes the form of various shacks and

houses amidst a garden of plastic plants, and a

sort of homage to the classic teen-rebel movie

Rebel Without a Cause (1955). Take my ad-

vice and pick up the brochure-read Franco's

interesting ruminations on Dean, fame and

Hollywood-and skip the show.

Reviews by Scarlet Cheng

HUGO CROSTHWAFE O
AT LUIS DE JESUS LOS ANGELES

Crosthwaitei "Tijuanerias" show sotidifi es the

artist as a near-heroic cuLtural avatar. What

amounts to a veritable plethora of gun-toting,

beer-guzzling, breast-bearing hucksters, pimps,

junkies, Latin impresarios (with the occasional

rabid dog thrown into the mix), his universe is

rich and expansive and should be frequented

more often.
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